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Archaeological Impact and method statement 
the proposed development of 

St Johns National School, Temple Street  
Active Travel Scheme 

Sligo 
 
1. Introduction 
As part of the Safe Routes to School Programme, the NTA have tasked the Active Travel Section of 
Sligo County Council with examining options for the provision of improved road safety measures 
along the front of a school zone, namely St Johns National School, on the R287 Temple Street, Sligo 
(Fig. 1).  
A revised road layout is being proposed along the extents of St Johns National School and 
surrounding area on the R287 Temple Street, between the Hawkswell Theatre (to the west of the 
junction with L-92184 The Lungy) on the west and to the immediate west of the 5-way junction of 
Mail Coach Road R287 / Gallows Hill L-92143 / Connolly Street L-92142 / City Gate L-92149) on the 
east. The extents of the scheme and environs are envisaged to have a length of up to 300m.  
 
2. The proposed development 
The proposed project (Figs. 2 and 3) involves the reallocation of roadspace to provide for improved 
road safety measures along the front of a school zone, i.e. St Johns National School. The project 
incorporates the construction of 2 No. controlled pedestrian crossings (belisha beacon type) along 
Temple Street and construction of a raised table at the junction entrance with The Lungy. The 
pedestrian crossings are to be located approx. to the west of school entrance at Ch 40 - replacing the 
existing pedestrian crossing immediately to west of school entrance, and further east at Ch 155. The 
scheme also includes widened footpaths throughout for approximately 300mm with installation of 
new underground ducting and drainage, strategic landscaping to deter illegal parking and a 
combination of various street furniture. Improvement measures are also planned to access the rear 
of the school, via Summerhill Village estate to promote active travel for school children and provide 
for ease of access. The scheme is at preliminary stages with the design currently progressing.  

 
3. Historical background - general 
The town of Sligo occupies a strategic location on a fording point of the River Garvoge. The modern 
primary road pattern reflects this with the main roads from Galway, Castlebar and Roscommon to 
Donegal converging on the town.  
By the end of the 12th Century a bridge had been built over the river and a settlement is recorded 
beside it. The Anglo-Normans burnt the bridge and took control of the settlement when they arrived 
in 1236. Sligo and the surrounding area were granted to Maurice FitzGerald and he made it the 
centre of his manor of Carbury. A castle was built in 1245. By 1246 the town appears to have been 
enclosed by defences. Maurice FitzGerald founded the Dominican friary at the eastern side of the 
town in 1252/3. In 1289 Sligo is described as a borough and 180 burgages are recorded. 
The history of Sligo from the middle of the 13th century (the castle was first taken by Aed O 
Conchobair in 1265) until the Williamite wars of the late 17th Century is dominated by attacks on 
the town and castle. While the town was strategically situated relative to the natural routeways it 
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did not occupy an easily defended position, being surrounded by higher ground to the north, west 
and south. It changed hands between the O’Donnell and O’Conor families (the rival local Gaelic 
overlords) many times in the 14th, 15th and 16th centuries, the town being attacked on at least 20 
occasions between 1315 and 1602.  
In 1646 parliament allotted money for the fortification of Sligo, leading to the construction of the 
‘Stone Fort’ which was garrisoned with 60 men. This fort may have been on the site of the castle 
built in the 13th Century. The fortification of Sligo in 1646 may have also involved the construction 
of the ‘Green Fort’ on the summit of a hill to the north of the town known as Rathvritoge. It may be 
that this fort is built on the site of an earlier ring fort (rath). 
The earliest military activity in Sligo associated with the English revolution was the founding of a 
Protestant Association in early 1689. The Association occupied Sligo and a number of strategic points 
around it. They also formed troops of infantry and cavalry which were engaged in skirmishes in the 
locality with Jacobites. In March 1689 the Protestants abandoned Sligo and set off on a long march 
to Derry where they were led to believe that their position would be more secure. Following this 
exodus James II appointed Col. Henry Luttrell Governor of Sligo, who that same year produced one 
of the earliest detailed maps of the town (Fig. 4). From March to August 1689 Sligo was used as a 
base for the Jacobite siege of Enniskillen. Following their defeat at Enniskillen, and with rumours of a 
superior Williamite force advancing, the Jacobites abandoned Sligo. 
In late October a Jacobite force under the command of Patrick Sarsfield re-took the town after fierce 
fighting around the ‘Stone Fort’; the ‘Green Fort’ was evacuated by its garrison under the command 
of Col. Thomas Lloyd without a fight. The Jacobites repaired the ‘Stone Fort’ and the ‘Green Fort’, 
enclosed the town with earthen defences and built a redoubt on the northern approaches to the 
town. 
In May 1690 Sir Teague O’Regan, a hunchbacked veteran of Charles II’s campaigns on the continent, 
was appointed Governor of Sligo. He made the ‘Green Fort’ his headquarters as he felt that the 
‘Stone Fort’ occupied a more vulnerable defensive position. According to Wood-Martin (1889, 117) 
O’Regan further strengthened the fortifications erected by Luttrell, however, it is not clear if this was 
solely around the ‘Green Fort’ or if it included the town defences. 
The Battle of Aughrim (July 1691) was the beginning of the end for the Jacobites in Sligo, Williamite 
forces closed in from all sides and by the middle of September the town was surrounded by superior 
forces and under daily bombardment by a battery of field guns which had been hauled over the 
Curlews. 
O’Regan, realising that his position was hopeless, agreed terms with the Williamites and the Jacobite 
garrison was allowed to march out with “…the full honours of war, with their arms and baggage, 
drums beating, colours flying, match lighted and bullets in their mouths” (Simms 1965-6, 134).  
 
4. Historical Background -Temple Street 
Today Temple Street runs from the junction of Gallows Hill, Connolly Street and Mail Coach Road, 
westwards past the 19th century Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, to terminate at the 
junction of Upper and Lower John Street. It was laid out in the 1830’s as part of an early by-pass, 
linking the Mail Coach Road to Adelaide Street, Union Street and ultimately the Quays allowing port 
traffic to avoid the narrower streets of the town centre. The street was named after the Temple 
Family who were large landowners in the area. It would appear from cartographic evidence that in 
the mid-1700s, there was an existing lane which ran from the foot of Gallows Hill to the top of The 
Lungy, although the line of this lane ran to the south of the later Temple Street (Fig. 5).  
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In the early years of its existence Temple Street ran along the southern margins of the town (Fig. 6), 
with open undeveloped green fields to the south, and until the later years of the 19th century, 
relatively little development to the north.  
The Griffith’s Valuation of 1858 records 23 houses, all situated along the north side of the street, 
concentrated around the entrance to Market Yard and to the east. Further housing developments, 
again on the north side of the street, are recorded from 1881, with Hanley Terrace at the western 
end of the street constructed in 1914 (Fig. 7). Under the ‘Housing of the Working Class Act of 1931, 
the open fields to the south of the street were developed with 31 ‘better class’ houses constructed, 
with St Patrick’s Terrace built along the south side of the street completed in 1942. 
Two other features of note are the Pig Market and the Fair Green. The Pig Market which started life 
on the north side of Temple Street, on the site now occupied by Hanley Terrace, moved across the 
street to a small triangle of land to the east of the access lane to Temple Street School. The Fair 
Green opened in 1864, having moved from its original location in Ballytivnan, to a 2 acre site in what 
is now the grounds of St John’s National School. The Fair Green continued in use right through to the 
1970s and is still occasionally used as the location for a circus or funfair.  
 
5. Archaeological background 
There have been five archaeological investigations recorded in the vicinity of the subject site (Fig. 8). 
The earliest, in 1996, under license 96E0107, took place in Market Yard, some 125 m to the north of 
the subject site. The ground level was lowered by some 2 m at the east and 1 m at the west. The 
north and south sections revealed archaeological strata, probably post-medieval in date, extending 
the full 50 m length of exposure, with one or two earlier pits or gullies dug into the natural boulder 
clay. In effect the work on the site thus far had completely destroyed much of the archaeological 
evidence, leaving only a partial record in the sections. However, surviving archaeological remains, 
fronting onto High Street itself, are still intact.  
The next investigation took place in 2001 in Connolly Street, to the north of the east end of the 
proposal. Here under license 01E0298 planning permission had been sought to construct a two-
storey workshop/studio with associated works in the backyard of Liam McGettigan’s pub and B&B.  
There was a possibility that the town wall of 1689, as identified by the Urban Archaeological Survey 
of Sligo, ran across the site. Three test-trenches were mechanically opened. No archaeological 
deposits were uncovered. All deposits uncovered were of modern date, post-dating the 18th 
century. No remains of the town wall were found. 
Two years later, in 2003 under license 03E1230, an investigation took place at The Lungy at the west 
end of the subject site. Here five trial-trenches were excavated at the site of a proposed 
development beside the estimated line of the southern portion of the medieval wall of Sligo. Four of 
the trenches did not contain material of archaeological interest and one, located at the front of the 
site parallel to Cathedral View/The Lungy, contained the remains of a red-brick feature, indicating 
the survival of a portion, at least, of an earlier building on the site. The feature appeared to be a 
pathway, floored with brick and enclosed by brick walls. It was not possible to date the remains 
through either cartographic evidence or historical sources, though their form suggests a date range 
between late 18th and early 19th century. 
That same year, under license 03E1687, testing took place at the site of a proposed development at 
Pearse Road/Mail Coach Road. The site was located within a block of land bounded to the west by 
Connolly Street and to the north by Burton Street. The ruins of a Dominican friary, built in 1763, 
stand towards the northern end of the site. The friary is a protected structure under the Sligo Draft 
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Development Plan. The zone of archaeological potential around Sligo town is defined as running 20m 
to the south of the south wall of the friary. Three trenches were excavated to the south of the south 
wall of the friary; no traces of burials or any features relating to the early town defences were 
encountered. Trenches 4 and 5 were excavated within the standing remains of the friary and these 
showed that a substantial amount of material has been introduced within the interior. The original 
interior floor surface was at a depth of 0.98–1.05m. The material above this level is all introduced fill 
and garden soil. The material below this floor level and which lies on top of the underlying natural 
subsoil may have been introduced during the construction of the friary to form a level surface for 
the floor. The depth to the natural subsoil varies across the interior from 1.25 to 1.6m below the 
present surface. The cobbled surface and the associated red-brick feature and concrete floor (0.3m 
below the present ground surface) in Trench 4 are probably associated with the use of the interior of 
the church as a timber yard. The second-edition OS map shows a roofed building within the friary. 
The two trenches excavated within the interior did not reveal any original in situ features associated 
with the friary building. All such features have been removed by more recent use of the building and 
the introduction of large amounts of fill and garden soil. 
The final investigation in the vicinity of the subject site took place in 2013 along Old market Street. 
The work involved footpath replacement along the north side of the street along with a new cut for 
kerbing, new ducting and some gully traps. The total length involved was c. 70m. These superficial 
works took place at short notice, following discussions with NMS, unlicenced monitoring was found 
acceptable. The material under the existing footpath and kerb was very disturbed; there were 
several old pipes in the ground. The cobblestone archway entrances at Gillespie’s and McGlynn’s 
were treated with care and loose and missing cobbles were replaced or reset giving a restoration of 
the surface; in time the new white grouting will darken to match the intact cobbling. Finds were 
three fragment of oyster shell at three positions 20m apart, two fragments of bone found close 
together and one small cream-coloured bead. All were found in disturbed contexts; the bead was 
found immediately under the tar just outside the old kerb. At such a location it could be of any date, 
including quite recent. 
 
5 Architectural background 
There are two groups of houses which are of architectural interest within the vicinity of the subject 
site, both recorded on the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) and the Record of 
Protected Structures (RPS) for County Sligo (Blue dots on Fig 1). The first group consists of eleven 
terraced houses located on the northside of Temple Street running west from the junction with 
Connolly Street (NIAH 32102045 -057 and RPS 170SE – 180SE). These consist of a terrace of eleven 
two-bay two-storey stone houses (Plate 1), built 1886-7. Each have a pitched artificial slate roof, 
artificial ridge tiles, red brick chimneystacks with corbelled stone caps, chamfered stone eaves corbel 
courses and rectangular cast-iron downpipes. Some have the original gutters missing. They have 
squared and coursed rubble limestone walling and continuous first floor sill courses. The windows 
have segmental-headed openings, brickwork dressings, painted stone sills, wrought-iron sill guard to 
ground floor, and hardwood casement windows some of which are modern. The street fronted 
doors have segmental-headed openings, brickwork dressings, some with modern hardwood five-
panel doors and plain-glazed over light.  
The other group are the eleven houses which form Hanley Terrace (Plate 3), built by and took its 
name from Dudley Hanley (1876-1946). These consist of three-bay two-storey rendered houses, 
built 1914 (NIAH 32012059 – 069; RPS 186SE – 196SE). Each has a pitched slate roof, clay ridge tiles, 

7 
Archaeology and Heritage Consultancy Ltd 



Archaeological Impact Statement 
Temple Street, Sligo  

corbelled chimneystacks, most with moulded cast-iron gutters on projecting timber eaves. The bays 
have hipped slate roofs with lead wood-cored rolls to hips. The walls are painted and smooth-
rendered with projecting plinths. The windows have square-headed openings, narrow flanking 
pilasters, moulded corbels carrying flat cornice and painted masonry sills, some of the casement 
windows are original. The square-headed door openings have narrow flanking pilasters, moulded 
corbels carrying flat cornice surmounted by vestigial pediment, with painted timber panelled door 
and plain-glazed over light. Each house is set back slightly from pavement with decorative wrought- 
and cast-iron railings on painted masonry plinth walls. 
 
 
7 Site walk over 
The proposed development area was walked on 26th May 2024 (Plates 1 - 4), such is the nature of 
the development area, urban and built up, that nothing of any additional archaeological interest was 
noted in the course of the walk over  
 
6 Archaeological impacts 
Archaeological testing in the vicinity of the proposed development suggests that no significant 
archaeological deposits survive in the vicinity of the proposed development, in addition the 
cartographic evidence suggests that the layout of the present line of Temple Street in the 1830s was 
in all probability across open undeveloped green field lands. This suggests that direct impacts on 
known archaeological features will be ‘no change’ with the available desk based assessment, 
suggesting that impacts on unknown and potential archaeological deposits, ‘slight’.  
The proposed works will not directly impact of the architectural heritage, with indirect impacts to 
the setting of this heritage, deemed to be ‘slight’, due to the construction of additional street 
furniture and pedestrian crossings.  
 
 
7. Mitigation strategy 
It is proposed that a programme of licence archaeological monitoring be instigated during the phase 
of initial ground works associated with the site set up, to ensure that nothing of archaeological 
significance in disturbed in the course of the works. All further ground works, in the course of 
construction with be further archaeologically monitored, if the results of the initial phase of 
monitoring suggests that potential in situ archaeological deposits may be disturbed. 
It is proposed that all archaeological deposits uncovered during monitoring be recorded and 
investigated to best archaeological practice. If uncovered, they will in the first instant be cordoned 
off using high visibility tape and access to these areas by machinery and personnel denied until the 
deposits have been resolved.   
The licensed archaeologist on site is responsible, on behalf of the developer, for the identification 
and appropriate treatment (e.g. excavation and recording) of all archaeological remains 
encountered. In order to fulfil the responsibilities of the developer therefore, the licensed 
archaeologist will have the authority to temporarily stop machining where potential archaeological 
material has been identified, in order to evaluate the character of said remains. It should be possible 
for work to continue (under archaeological supervision) in areas where no archaeological deposits 
have been encountered. Should archaeological remains be present, the licensed archaeologist will 
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be responsible for communicating this to the client or appointed representative, as well as to the 
relevant Heritage authorities.  
In the event of the discovery of any archaeological remains during the monitoring, the deposits will 
be hand excavated to assess their nature date and extent and time will be allowed for the 
archaeologist to undertake the appropriate level of recording. The level of recording will depend on 
the complexity of the archaeological remains encountered and in all cases sufficient time will be 
allowed by the developer for this purpose.  
If the archaeological deposits are extensive an interim report will be compiled, outlining the nature 
of the archaeological deposits uncovered and the impacts of the proposed development on these 
remains. The report will also recommend a mitigation strategy for further archaeological works on 
site, which could consist of preservation of the remains in situ and/or archaeological excavation.  
During the monitoring, recording will be by means of the standard methods employed during 
archaeological fieldwork. A day book will be maintained while all archaeological features will be 
recorded in writing utilising pro forma context sheets by means of scaled field illustrations and by 
appropriate photography.  
It is recommended that the developer allow enough time in the development programme for a 
possible archaeological excavation. It should be noted that the results of all excavation including site 
evaluation and monitoring, must be compiled into a fully illustrated report.  
FINDS STRATEGY  
In the course of the monitoring all finds will be logged according to context, washed (if appropriate), 
bagged and catalogued prior to dispatching to the various specialists. A contract conservator will be 
on hand if necessary. All finds will initially be housed in our post excavation store in Drogheda and 
will ultimately be stored in whatever facility the State will provide. All artefacts will be numbered 
and treated in accordance with NMI guidelines.  
TIMESCALE  
The monitoring will extend as long as ground works are taking place and will be carried out by the 
licence holder.  
ARCHIVE  
The archive will be stored at AHC Ltd, post-excavation store in Drogheda. Ultimately it will be stored 
in whatever permanent facility the State may provide.  
REPORT  
A report will be compiled that will set out the results of the archaeological monitoring in accordance 
with the terms of the National Monuments Acts and best professional practice. It will address the 
archaeological & historical background of the site. The location and levels (corrected to Ordnance 
Datum) of any archaeological deposits found will be clearly shown, an impact statement and 
mitigation strategy will also be given. Relevant ground plans and cross sectional drawings of the site 
and the proposed development will be included.  
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Fig 1 Site location and location of sites of cultural heritage in the vicinity  
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Fig 2 Proposed development (west end) 
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Fig 3 Proposed development (east end) 
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Fig 4 Approximate location of site on Luttrell’s map of 1689 
 

 
Fig 5 Location of site on 1837 OS map 
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Fig 6 Site of OS map of 1875 
 

 
Fig 7 Site on OS map of 1940 
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Fig. 8 Archaeological investigations in the vicinity of the subject site  
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Plate 1 View west along the eastern end of Temple Street, with the terrace of protected houses on 
the right 
 
 
 
 

 
Plate 2. View east along the middle section of Temple Street 
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Plate 3. View east along Temple Street, with the protected houses of Hanley Terrace on the left 
 
 
 
 

 
Plate 4 View west down Temple Street across the Connolly Street, Mail Coach Road, Gallows Hill 
junction. 
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