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1. INTRODUCTION 

AONA Environmental Consulting Ltd. was commissioned by Sligo County Council to provide an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Report, for St. Johns National School (NS) 
Active Travel Scheme at Temple Street, Sligo (hereafter referred to as the Proposed Project).  

As part of the Safe Routes to School Programme, the National transport Authority  (NTA) have 
tasked the Active Travel Section of Sligo County Council with examining options for the provision 
of improved road safety measures along the front of the school zone at St. Johns NS on the R287 
Temple Street, Sligo.  

The Proposed Project will provide integrated street design whch incorporates elements of high 
quality urban design and landscaping that instinctively alters behaviour, thus promoting safer 
streets. The initiative aim is to increase safety at the front of school and prioritise active travel 
(walking, cycling, wheeling and scooting) to and from the school. The Proposed Project is a road 
works scheme which involves revising the existing road layout to reallocate road space. As part 
of the upgrade works, there will be new kerb lines to facilitate widened footways and narrow the 
carriageway, installation of various underground ducting and drainage pipelines. 

The objective of screening for EIA is to ascertain whether there is a real likelihood that a project’s 
effects on the environment would be significant and, therefore, whether a full Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) and the preparation of an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
(EIAR)) is required.  

The screening for EIA Report is prepared in the context of an application pursuant to the 
requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended. 

 

1.1 The Safe Routes to School Programme 

The Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Programme was developed by the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) in partnership with Green - Schools in 2020 as a response to the need to support schools 
to increase the number of children who walk, cycle or scoot to schools. 

The aims of SRTS Programme are to: 

 improve safety at the school gate by providing “front of school” treatment to alleviate 
congestion and improve access, 

 improve access routes to school by improving walking and cycling infrastructure, 

 increase the number of students who cycle to school by expanding the amount of cycle 
parking. 

The SRTS Programme aims to address problems related to commuting to and from schools in the 
following ways: 

 improving road safety of travelling children and parents/ guardians – space and visibility, 

 environment - air quality/ noise pollution, 

 mode of travels, 

 inactivity and obesity, and 

 social interaction 

The solution is to provide integrated street design which incorporates elements of high-quality 
urban design and landscaping that instinctively alter behaviour, thus promoting safer streets. This 
could be achieved by: 

 simpler and more legible street networks with higher level of connectivity, thus reducing 
travel distances, 

 higher quality of street environment which promotes the use of more sustainable forms of 
transport and gives priority to pedestrians and cyclists,  

 self-regulating engineering calming traffic measures which enhance driver behaviour. 
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1.2 Statement of Authority 

This report has been compiled by Olivia Maguire (B.Sc., M.Sc.) who is a Senior Environmental 
Consultant with AONA Environmental Consulting Ltd. and reviewed by Mervyn Keegan (B.Sc., 
M.Sc.) who is a Director with AONA Environmental Consulting Ltd. 

Olivia has over 20 years of experience in Environmental Consultancy. Olivia has a BSc in Hons 
Geography, a MSc in Applied Environmental Science from Queens University, Belfast and a BSc in 
Occupational Health and Safety from Atlantic University, Sligo.  Olivia is a member of the Institute 
of Environmental Management & Assessment and the Occupational Hygiene Society of Ireland 
and operates in accordance with their respective codes of professional conduct.  Olivia’s role 
involves the delivery of a wide range of environmental and occupational health & safety 
consultancy services to public and private sector clients in the following areas; 

 Environmental Impact Assessment in accordance with relevant legislation & guidance 
 Appropriate Assessment in accordance with the Habitats Directive. 
 Environmental Noise & Air Quality Surveys & Impact Assessment. 
 Occupational Health Assessments including noise at work and indoor air quality surveys 

 

2 CONTEXT AND REQUIREMENTS OF AN EIA 
 

2.1 Legislation 

The key legislative provisions of relevance to the screening for EIA exercise are as follows:  
 Directive 2014/52/EU amending Directive 2011/92/EU on the assessment of the effects of 

certain public and private projects on the environment (hereinafter the ‘EIA Directive’); 
 Roads Act 1993 to 2021 (hereafter, Roads Act 1993). 
 Road Traffic Act 1994.   
 Roads Regulations 1994 (S.I. No. 119/1994) and Roads (Amendment) Regulations 2019 

(S.I. No. 486/2019) (hereafter, Roads Regulations 1994). 
 European Union (Roads Act 1993) (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2019 (S.I. No. 279 of 2019). 
 Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended (hereafter the ‘2000 Act’); and 
 Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended (hereafter the ‘2001 

Regulations’).  

 
2.2 Guidelines 

In the preparation of this document, the following guidance documents have been referred to:  
 Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government (DoHPLG) (2018). Guidelines for 

Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out Environmental Impact 
Assessment.  

 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) (2022). Guidelines on the Information to be 
Contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports.  

 European Commission (2017). Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects – Guidance 
on Screening. 

 National Transport Authority (NTA) (2023). Guidance for EIA and AA Screening of Active 
Travel Projects Funded by the NTA. 

 Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) (2021). OPR Practice Note PN02: Environmental 
Impact Assessment Screening.  

 Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) (2008). Environmental Impact Assessment of 
National Road Schemes - A Practical Guide. 
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2.3 Legislative Context 

The EIA Directive entered into force in 1985 (Directive 85/337/EEC). It was amended three times 
(in 1997, 2003 and 2009) and subsequently codified by Directive 2011/92/EU and amended by 
Directive 2014/52/EU. The Directive aims to ensure a high level of protection for the environment 
and human health, through the establishment of minimum requirements for environmental impact 
assessment (EIA) for the purposes of development consent for public and private developments 
that are likely to have significant effects on the environment.  

The EIA Directive is transposed into Irish legislation through the Planning and Development Act 
2000 (as amended)1, and the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).  

The requirement for a Proposed Project to be subject to a mandatory EIA is established under 
Part 1 and Part 2 Schedule 5 of the 2001 Regulations. 

Part 1 of Schedule 5 of the 2001 Regulations lists the classes of development for which an EIA is 
a mandatory requirement.  

Part 2 of Schedule 5 sets out specific thresholds for classes of development, at or above which, 
an EIA is also a mandatory requirement. Sub-threshold development refers to developments of a 
class listed in Part 2 of Schedule 5 that do not meet or exceed the stated threshold, and these 
developments are subject to screening for the requirement for sub-threshold EIA.  

Schedule 7 of the 2001 Regulations sets out the criteria that must be considered in determining 
whether a sub-threshold project should be subject to EIA. Schedule 7A lists the information that 
the applicant must submit to the competent authority for the purposes of an EIA screening 
determination, i.e. the information that must be contained in the EIA Screening Report. This is a 
step-by-step process known as Screening for EIA. 

Screening is the initial stage in the EIA process and determines whether or not specified public or 
private developments are likely to have significant effects on the environment and, as such, 
require EIA to be carried out prior to a decision on a development consent application being made. 

Furthermore, the requirements for EIA for road projects are set out in Part IV (sections 50 and 
51) of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended), and Part V of the Roads Regulations 1994 (as amended) 
(S.I. No. 119 of 1994). Section 50 of the Act specifies the types of road projects that automatically 
require an EIA and also sets out criteria for determining whether or not other road projects should 
be subject to an EIA. 

 

2.4 Screening Methodology 

As stated, screening is the initial stage in the EIA process and determines whether or not specified 
public or private developments are likely to have significant effects on the environment and, as 
such, require EIA to be carried out prior to a decision on a development consent application being 
made.  Screening for EIA follows a three-step process (DoHPLG, 2018; OPR, 2021):  

 Step 1: Understanding the proposal / Proposed Project/ scheme.  
 Step 2: Preliminary examination and conclusion.  
 Step 3: Screening determination (by competent authority).  

 
This step-by-step approach is depicted in Figure 1: 
  

 

1 Note: This will be replaced by the new Planning and Development 2024 Act ,passed in October 2024 While the 2024 Act 
has been signed into law, the Planning and Development Act 2000 (the 2000 Act) will continue to apply until repealed and 
the new provisions commenced by way of Ministerial Order. The phased commencement is expected to take place up to 
early 2026. The 1st commencement order came into effect on 2 December 2024 and commenced Part 26 as well as some 
preliminary procedural matters. The 2nd phase of commencement to take place in early 2025 is where An Bord Pleanála  
will become An Coimisiún Pleanála. 
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Figure 1: Step-by-Step Approach to EIA Screening for Development Proposals (OPR, 2021) 

 
In order to assist the competent authority (Sligo County Council) to carry out the Screening for 
EIA, this report provides the following information:  

 A description of the project to assess and conclude if the road development is of a type 
where the requirement for an EIA is mandatory, with reference to Section 50 of the Roads 
Act 1993 (as amended) and Part V of the Road Regulations (as amended). 
 

 A description of the project to assess and conclude if the Proposed Project is:  
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o of a type where the requirement for EIA is mandatory, or  
o of a type and scale that meets or exceeds a stated threshold at or above which the 

requirement for EIA is mandatory, with reference to Part 1 and Part 2 of Schedule 
5 of 2001 Regulations. 

 
 Consideration for the requirement for the Proposed Project to be subject to sub-threshold 

EIA, including the provision of information required and as set out in Schedule 7A of 2001 
Regulations. 

 

3  Proposed Project and Receiving Environment 

3.1 Need for the Proposed Project  

Traffic related safety concerns have been observed including: 

 The high volume of vehicular traffic at school times outside the school gate and along 
Temple Street. 

 Requirement for safer crossing points for school children. 
 Requirement for improved footpath and cycling facilities. 
 Vehicular parking either fully or partially on the footpath on Temple Street. 
 Speeding and high volume of traffic on Temple Street. 
 Pedestrian congestion when a high volume of people at school times are travelling down 

the narrow paths in the school vicinity. 

 

3.2 Description of the Proposed Project  

A revised road layout is being proposed along the extent of St. Johns NS and surrounding area on 
the R287 Temple Street, between the Hawkswell Theatre (to the west of the junction with L-92184 
The Lungy) on the west and to the immediate west of the 5-way junction of Mail Coach Road R287 
/ Gallows Hill L-92143 / Connolly Street L-92142 / City Gate L-92149) on the east. The extents 
of the Proposed Project and environs are envisaged to have a length of up to 300m. 

The Proposed Project also includes widened footpaths throughout for approximately 300mm. The 
project will include the following:  

 Construction of new kerblines and footpaths, including adjustments to existing utility 
chambers; 

 Provision of junction tightening measures ; 
 Construction of 2 No. controlled pedestrian crossings at Ch 40 and Ch 155. Note the Ch 40 

will replace the existing pedestrian crossing immediately to west of school entrance;  
 Construction of a raised table at the junction with The Lungy;  
 Provision of widened footpaths throughout for approximately 300m in length on both sides 

of the road;  
 Upgrade to public lighting with LED lighting;  
 Upgrade of existing traffic lights;  
 Installation of new underground ducting; 
 Installation of new drainage pipelines, rain gardens, road gullies and footway drainage 

systems to provide SUDS;  
 Road surfacing works as required;  
 Reinstatement of existing road markings;  
 Provision of strategic landscaping to deter illegal parking and a combination of various 

street furniture to improve the front of school area. 

 

3.3 Description of the Receiving Environment  

The Proposed Project is located on the developed urban road, known as R287 Temple Street in 
Sligo town centre. Temple Street runs from the junction at Gallows Hill , Connolly Street and Mail 
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Coach Road down to the junction at Upper and Lower John Street and Adelaide Street. St. Johns 
N.S opened its doors in 1946. It is surrounded by several other ecclesiastical historical buildings 
in the area including Templemount House built in 1876, Gilooly Hall erected between 1904-1908, 
St. Mary's Presbytery erected in 1878-1880 and the Cathedral of the immaculate conception 
erected c. 1875. 

Under the Sligo County Development Plan 2024-2030, the surrounding lands are zoned ‘Existing 
Residential (eRES)’ and ‘Community facilities(CF), containing several schools, the Hawkswell 
theatre and residential properties as shown in Figure 2: 

 

Figure 2: Location of Proposed Project 

A desktop survey and field survey were undertaken to ascertain likely impacts of the Proposed 
Project. 

Sources of information that were used are listed below: 

 National Parks & Wildlife (NPWS) protected site boundary data; 
 Ordnance Survey of Ireland (OSI) mapping and aerial photography; 
 OSI/Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) rivers and streams, and catchments; 
 Office of Public Works (OPW) website  
 CFRAM Mapping 
 Online data available on Natura 2000 sites as held by the National Parks and Wildlife 

Service (NPWS) 
 National Biodiversity Data Centre records; 
 Status of EU Protected Habitats in Ireland. (National Parks & Wildlife Service, 2019); and 
 Sligo County Development Plan 2024-2030 
 Sligo Local Transport Plan 2024-2030 

 

3.3.1 Field Survey  
A walkover site survey of the proposed site was undertaken on 14th March 2024 in which habitats 
on site were assessed and the suitability of the site to support plants, animals or habitats of note 
was also considered.  Findings of the site survey were augmented by desktop research and review 
of available information.  
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The Proposed Project is located c. 350m  from Lough Gill SAC (001976), c. 465 m from Cummeen 
Strand/Dumcliff Bay (Sligo Bay) SAC (000627) and c.745m from Cummen Strand SPA (004035). 

The site survey did not identify any habitat which corresponds with Annex I habitat, nor were any 
rare, protected or invasive species recorded in the course of the survey. No Annex I habitats are 
located within or adjacent to the boundary of the Proposed Project. Habitats classified as per 
Fossitt classification, 2000 within the study area are mainly comprised of Buildings and artificial 
surfaces (BL3), with stone walls (BL1), hedgerows (WL1) and treelines (WL2).   

No QI or protected species were identified during the survey of the study area. A summary of 
species within the 1 km Grid square (G6935) recorded in the National Biodiversity Data Centre 
shows several protected species, including several bat species, otter, hedgehog , sea lamprey and 
common seal. While hedgehogs have been recorded in the 1 km grid, none were sighted during 
the field visit. Hedgehogs are quite likely to forage and shelter in nearby residential gardens. 
While it is likely bats would traverse this area, there are no trees or old buildings within the 
proposed site that would indicate bats inhabiting or utilising this urban fabric area.  

Invasive species recorded within the 1 km Grid square (G6935) included Zebra Mussel and Brown 
rat. Zebra mussel is an aquatic species and therefore will not be found in the project site. Brown 
rat are likely but none were sighted during the field visit. 

 

3.3.2 Geology and Soils 
The site is within a developed urban fabric characterised by urban soil underlain by Lower 
Carboniferous limestone and shale. The area of the Proposed Project is entirely comprised of 
artificial or man-made surfaces and buildings. 

 

3.3.3 Water Features and Quality 
The survey area is located within the urban fabric of Sligo Town and is relatively flat land. The 
development is within the Bonet_SC_030 sub-catchment in the Sligo Bay Framework Directive 
(WFD) Catchment.  

Following examination of the relevant GIS information in relation to flood risk assessment, the 
site of the Proposed Project is not within a flood risk area.  

Geographical Survey Ireland (GSI) mapping indicates there is a Regionally Important Aquifer 
(Karstified Conduit) beneath the Proposed Project site. Regionally important aquifers are capable 
of supplying regionally important abstractions (e.g. large public water supplies). The bedrock 
geology maps indicate that the Proposed Project site consists of Darty limestone. The Carrowmore 
East Groundwater Waterbody which underlies the Proposed Project site currently has a water 
quality classification of ‘Good’ and a status of ‘At Risk’ (2016-2021).  

 

3.3.4 Cultural Heritage & Archaeology 
The Historic Environment Viewer mapping service (heritagedata.maps.arcgis.com) was reviewed 
to ascertain sites of archaeological interest within or adjacent to the Proposed Project site.  Figure 
3 shows the closest monuments which are listed below. 
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Figure 3: National Monument Records in vicinity of the site 

The State maintains a National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH). This is a central 
database for post 1700 architectural heritage. The structures listed in the NIAH do not have 
statutory protection. Where an NIAH survey has been carried out, those structures which have 
been given a rating of international, national or regional importance will be recommended by the 
Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to the planning authority for inclusion on 
the Record of Protected Structures (RPS).  Details of protected structures are entered by a 
planning authority in a RPS, which forms part of the development plan. The following structures 
are listed in the RPS in the Sligo County Development Plan 2024-2030, which has remained 
unchanged since 2017: 

 Hanley Terrace (No.s 1-11 Temple Street) - a group of 11 terraced houses built in 1914. 
Moulded details around window and door openings serve to enliven the composition. The 
decorative cast-iron railings and gates which flow all the way along the terrace further 
reinforce the unity. Hanley Terrace was built by and took its name from Dudley Hanley 
(1876-1946). 

 31-41 Temple Street - a group of 11 terraced two storey stone houses built 1886-7. One 
of a group of eleven houses, these modest terraced houses is part of a solid and 
unassuming terrace in an area which, otherwise, is largely non-residential. Masonry 
detailing is of a good standard. The original chimney stack survives, with wrought-iron 
window grille adding a distinctive note. 

 Templemount House - Detached four-bay two-storey rendered dwelling, built c. 1875.  This 
attractive building is closely related to other catholic buildings in the area including the 
convent and cathedral. 

 Saint Mary's Presbytery - Detached four-bay three-storey stone bishop's palace, built 
1879. It was designed by George Goldie, assisted by P J Kilgallen, as a residence for Bishop 
Gillooly. It contains a wealth of well-executed stone detailing and many other notable 
features including original joinery work. It is a prominent landmark with obvious 
relationship to other ecclesiastical buildings in the area. 

 Saint John's National School - Detached multi-bay single-storey National School, built 
1944, is an interesting example of the use of classical architectural forms during a period 
when many school buildings were consciously being designed in a modernist style. 
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3.4 Potential Sources of Impacts on the Environment 

An examination of the potential impacts on the environment arising from the construction and 
operational phase of the Proposed Project is presented in Table 1:   

Table 1 Potential Impacts by EIA Topic 
EIA Topic Potential Impact 
Population and Human 
Health 

The potential impacts of the construction phase on human beings are not 
considered to be significant. During construction, there is the potential for 
temporary minor impacts related to traffic inconvenience, dust and noise to 
occur. Standard best practice construction methodologies will limit 
disturbance to people in the area. Once completed, the new revised road 
layout will provide a better pedestrian environment and reduce traffic volumes 
and direct and indirect greenhouse gas emissions. There will be health benefits 
associated with active travel for the school children brought about by this 
scheme. 
 

Biodiversity Having regard to the location, nature and size of the Proposed Project, there 
are no anticipated effects on biodiversity during either construction or 
operations phases. The Appropriate Assessment Screening Report completed 
by Moore Group Environmental Services that accompanies the planning 
application objectively concluded that: 
1. The Proposed Project is not directly connected with, or necessary to the 
conservation management of the European sites considered in this 
assessment. 
2. The Proposed Project is not likely to either directly or indirectly significantly 
affect the Qualifying interests or Conservation Objectives of the European 
sites considered in this assessment. 
3. The Proposed Project, either alone or in combination with other plans or 
projects, is not likely to have significant effects on a European site. 
4. It is possible to conclude that significant effects can be excluded at the 
screening stage. 
Therefore, an appropriate assessment is not required. 
 

Land & Soil Given the nature of the Proposed Project taking place within an existing urban 
road corridor, and due to the proposed works, there will be minimum 
excavation. Dig depth will be approximately 750mm. Most of the excavated 
geological materials will be reworked on site. Construction waste will be 
recycled where possible. All waste will be segregated on site and stored 
separately prior to removal to an accredited facility. This will have a positive 
environmental effect as waste to landfill will be minimised. Material to be 
reused will be placed within the project boundary and will be temporary until 
used to refill trenches or reprofiling and therefore there is no impact expected 
on land and soils. The development will be constructed in accordance with the 
contractors ‘Construction Stage Method Statement’. This will incorporate 
standard proven mitigation measures that effectively minimise any significant 
effects. 
 

Water The Office of Public Works (OPW) website and the CFRAM mapping shows that 
the Proposed Project site is not at risk of flooding. 
All works will remain superficial and will not impact groundwater. No 
dewatering is required; existing drainage network will be used; no abstraction 
of water will take place.  
Good construction site practices will be in place to prevent any risk of 
pollution, e.g. from silt laden waters, hydrocarbons, concrete etc, running off 
the site. With best practice incorporated into the design and the construction 
works methodology, the potential for significant run-off of pollutants is either 
eliminated or greatly reduced, and no significant residual impacts on water 
are anticipated. 
In operation, the existing drainage regime will be retained and the Proposed 
Project will not increase or alter the quantity of surface water discharging to 
the receiving bodies. Rain gardens proposed will reduce runoff by capturing 
rainwater and allowing it to infiltrate back into the ground. 
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Air Quality and Climate It is considered that the scale of construction traffic required for a project of 
this size will have a minimal impact on the local air quality and climate. During 
construction, there is the potential for short-term minor negative impacts 
related to dust emissions associated with excavation works, construction 
works, wind blow from stockpiles, or machinery movement.  However, this 
will be short term in duration and limited to the works area. Best practice 
measures identified in the contractors ‘Construction Stage Method Statement’ 
will minimise emissions. 
The objective of the project is improved road safety at the location for all road 
users. The proposed improvements will benefit pedestrians in particular. The 
improved pedestrian facilities may have some potential towards the 
displacement of motor vehicles and in this manner, may contribute to some 
improvement in air quality and climate in the immediate locality. 
 

Noise and Vibration Potential short-term noise impact may arise during construction activities.  
However, this will be temporary in nature and managed through best practice 
measures, ensuring a controlled level of noise during daytime hours.  
No noise impact is anticipated during operational phase of the development. 
Less vehicles and lower vehicular speeds in conjunction with improved 
pedestrian facilities at the scheme location will likely have a potential positive 
impact on noise or vibration in the local environment. 

Material Assets: Built 
Environment  

No significant impacts are envisaged. 

Material Assets: Land A construction project may affect material assets if it involves any of the 
following:  

 Acquisition of land;  
 Loss of land used by the community;  
 Demolition of private property;  
 Revaluation of or change in the development potential of adjoining 

lands / properties.  
The Proposed Project does not require the demolition of any buildings. There 
will be no loss of land. The Proposed Project involves the reallocation of road 
space, working within the existing footprint. It is anticipated that the road 
safety improvements would have a positive impact on material assets in the 
area, improving local infrastructure. 

Archaeology, 
Architecture and 
Cultural Heritage 

There are several protected structures in the vicinity of the Proposed Project. 
However, the Proposed Project takes place within the road corridor 
surrounding the school, and therefore, does not impact protected structures. 
The Proposed Project is located wholly within the bounds of existing road and 
footpath alignments. Therefore, there will be no significant impact on any 
archaeology, architecture or cultural heritage. 

Landscape or visual 
impacts 

The Proposed Project involves the reallocation of road space, working within 
the existing footprint. The improvement of footpath and road surfaces may 
contribute a modest improvement to the visual amenity of the streetscape in 
the vicinity of the site. 

Resource and Waste 
Management 

Possible effects include the re-use / recycle / disposal of excavated material 
as well as other waste generated on site i.e. construction waste. Any effects 
will be mitigated by the implementation of best practice in construction 
procedures. No significant impact is envisaged. 

Interactions Although there will be interaction between the environmental topics, 
particularly between human beings and landscape, noise and vibration and air 
quality and climate, the small scale and nature of these interactions will not 
result in significant environmental impacts. The supporting AA Screening 
assessment for this project has shown there will be no likely significant effects 
to any European Site during the construction or operations phases of the 
Proposed Project. Therefore, there are no in-combination impacts envisaged. 
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The Sligo Local Transport Plan (SLTP) accompanying the Sligo County Development Plan 2024-
2030 (CDP), sets out Sligo County Council’s (SCC) vision for Sligo Town and Environs in terms of 
how its sustainable transport network will be developed to accommodate targeted population and 
employment growth to 2030. The SLTP will provide a basis for transport strategies and 
interventions that will cover the 6-year period of the CDP 2024-2030. Chapter 6 of the plan 
outlines detailed measures and specific proposals for improving the transport networks, separately 
for each mode, i.e. walking, cycling, public transport and private vehicles (road network). 

It is noted that SLTP, contains measures relevant to the Proposed Project along Temple Road 
including: 

 Walking measure 03: Upgrade links identified in Table 6-3 to create a high-quality 
Secondary Walking Network within the Town Centre, focused on pedestrian safety, 
accessibility, and permeability. Table 6-3 identifies Temple Street with a proposal to Widen 
footways along Temple Street as part of Safe Routes to School scheme. 

 Walking measure 09: Introduce traffic calming and speed limit reductions in proximity to 
schools. 

 Road Measure 04: Support new road link between Pearse Road and Temple Street. 
 Cycling Measure 03: Develop secondary cycle network in line with the proposals presented 

in Table 6-5. Table 6-5 identifies a measure relating to Temple Street; to reduce speed 
limit in proximity to school to 30 kph in line with existing Safe Routes to School proposals. 

 

4 REQUIREMENT FOR AN EIA   

With reference to Part 1 and Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the 2001 Regulations and Section 50 of the 
Roads Act 1993 (as amended), this stage establishes whether the Proposed Project is a project 
within the meaning of the EIA Directive and if it is of a type where the requirement for EIA is 
mandatory or of a type and scale that meets or exceeds a stated threshold at or above which the 
requirement for an EIA is also mandatory.  

Classes of development listed in Part 1 of Schedule 5 of the 2001 Regulations relate to major 
industrial and infrastructural projects (e.g. power stations, refineries, metal works, major 
pipelines and powerlines and mines).  The proposed Active Travel Scheme does not conform to 
any of the classes of development and, therefore, is not a project as set out in Part 1 of Schedule 
5 of the 2001 Regulations . Therefore, there is no requirement for mandatory EIA under this 
provision.  

With reference to Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the 2001 Regulations, the most relevant class of 
development in Schedule 5, Part 2 is Class 10(b)(iv), which requires EIA for the following:  

“Urban development which would involve an area greater than 2 hectares in the case of a business 
district, 10 hectares in the case of other parts of a built-up area and 20 hectares elsewhere. (In 
this paragraph “business district” means a district within a city or town in which the predominant 
land use is retail or commercial use.)”  

As the proposed Active Travel Scheme covers c.0.5 hectares, located within a built-up area, it is 
below the threshold outlined in Schedule 5, Part 2 and therefore an EIA is not a mandatory 
requirement under this provision.   

With reference to the Section 50 of the Roads Act 1993, the proposal can be considered a project 
within a class / type of development/ scheme as set out in in Table 2.   
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Table 2 Criteria from Section 50 of the Road Act 1993 and pre-screening of 
assessment for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the Proposed Project. 

Roads Act 1993 applicable classes Pre-screening assessment 
for EIA 

S. 50(1)(a) of the Roads Act 1993: A road development that is proposed 
that comprises any of the following shall be subject to an environmental 
impact assessment: (i) the construction of a motorway; (ii) the 
construction of a busway; (iii) the construction of a service area; (iv) 
any prescribed type of road development consisting of the construction 
of a proposed public road or the improvement of an existing public road. 

The Proposed Project is not of a 
type listed in subsections (i), (ii) 
or (iii) and there is no 
requirement for an EIA or for 
consideration of the 
requirement for a sub- 
threshold EIA under these 
provisions. For sub-section (iv), 
the extent and scale of the 
works proposed does not meet 
the scale or type of prescribed 
road development (as set out in 
detail in Regulation 8 of the 
Roads Regulations 1994). 

S. 50(1)(b) of the Roads Act 1993: If An Bord Pleanála considers that 
any road development proposed (other than development to which 
paragraph (a) applies) consisting of the construction of a proposed 
public road or the improvement of an existing public road would be 
likely to have significant effects on the environment it shall direct that 
the development be subject to an environmental impact assessment.  

S. 50(1)(c) of the Roads Act 1993: Where a road authority or, as the 
case may be, the Authority considers that a road development that it 
proposes (other than development to which paragraph (a) applies) 
consisting of the construction of a proposed public road or the 
improvement of an existing public road would be likely to have 
significant effects on the environment, it shall inform An Bord Pleanála 
in writing prior to making any application to the Bord for an approval 
referred to in section 51(1) in respect of the development.  

S. 50(1)(d) of the Roads Act 1993: In particular, where a Proposed 
Project (other than development to which paragraph (a) applies) 
consisting of the construction of a proposed public road or the 
improvement of an existing public road would be located on—  

(i) a European Site within the meaning of Regulation 2 of the European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 
477 of 2011),  

(ii) land established or recognised as a nature reserve within the 
meaning of section 15 or 16 of the Wildlife Act 1976 (No. 39 of 1976),  

(iii) land designated as a refuge for fauna or flora under section 17 of 
the Wildlife Act 1976 (No. 39 of 1976), or  

(iv) land designated a natural heritage area under section 18 of the 
Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000, the road authority or the Authority, as 
the case may be, proposing the development shall decide whether or 
not the Proposed Project would be likely to have significant effects on 
the environment. 

The Proposed Project has been 
screened against criteria. The 
extent and scale of works 
proposed are small in context of 
the urban location (total scheme 
area is c. 0.5 ha) and therefore 
an EIA is not a mandatory 
requirement. However, for the 
avoidance of any doubt, the 
scheme will be screened for the 
requirement for sub-threshold 
EIA.    
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Overall, the Proposed Project does not constitute the nature or scale of any of the classes of 
development within Schedule 5, Part 1 or Part 2 of the 2001 Regulations, and it does not satisfy 
the criteria described in Table 2.  

It has identified that the Proposed Project should be screened for the requirement for a sub-
threshold EIA on the basis of considering significant effects on the environment under Section S. 
50(1)(b) and (c) of the Roads Act 1993. 

Schedule 7A of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001–2023 sets out the information 
required for the  purposes of screening sub-threshold development for EIA.  In addition, Schedule 
7 of the Regulations specifies the criteria for determining whether or not a sub-threshold 
development is required to be subject to an EIA. The following sections of this report provide a 
review of the project information to be provided for screening for an EIA and the criteria prescribed 
for determining whether or not a sub-threshold development is required to be subject to an EIA. 

 

5 SCREENING CRITERIA AND SUB-THRESHOLD EIA ASSESSMENT 

This section considers whether the Proposed Project should, or should not be, subject to the 
requirement for sub-threshold EIA and the preparation of an EIAR. It provides the information 
required of the applicant, as set out in Schedule 7A of 2001 regulations, to allow the Competent 
Authority (Sligo County Council) to carry out a preliminary examination of, at least, the nature, 
size or location of the development (including proximity to ecologically sensitive sites and the 
potential to affect other environmental sensitivities in the area) and to make a determination as 
to whether there is a real likelihood of significant effects on the environment, as specified in 
Schedule 7A of the 2001 regulations, and with reference to the criteria in Schedule 7 of the 2001 
regulations. 

A description of the Proposed Project and the physical characteristics of the receiving environment 
with particular regard to the environmental sensitivity of the area, was presented in Section 3.  

Table 3 presents a summary of the findings of the sub-threshold assessment. It sets out the EIA 
screening criteria, a commentary on each of these and a conclusion is drawn as to whether a 
significant impact against each criterion is identified. A preliminary examination of the likely 
significant effects are presented in Table 3 following the criteria set out in Schedule 7 of the 2001 
regulations. 
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Table 3 Project Screening against Schedule 7 Criteria 
Screening Questions Commentary of potential significance 

1 Characteristics of the Proposed Project 

(a) the size and design of the 
whole of the Proposed 
Project, 

The Proposed Project aims to reduce congestion and prioritise active travel (walking, cycling and scooting) to and from 
school. The Proposed Project involves the provision and upgrade of pedestrian and cycling facilities, public lighting and 
pavement design, covering an approximate area of 0.5 ha.  

Having regard to the modest size and design of the proposal, and linkages with existing infrastructure it is not considered 
that it would be likely to have significant effects on the environment. 

(b) cumulation with other 
existing development 
and/or development the 
subject of a consent for 
Proposed Project for the 
purposes of section 
172(1A)(b) of the Act 
and/or development the 
subject of any development 
consent for the purposes of 
the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Directive by or 
under any other enactment 

The Proposed Project is located c 0.35km from Lough Gill SAC (001976) c. 0.46 km from Cummeen Strand/Dumcliff Bay 
(Sligo Bay) SAC (000627 and c. 0.75km from Cummen Strand SPA (004035). The subject site is a developed site with no 
direct pathway to these natura 2000 sites. Therefore having regard to the location and the nature of the Proposed Project 
and the receiving environment, it is considered that the Proposed Project would not likely to have a significant effect 
individually or in combination with other plans and projects, on the Natura 2000 network. 

The accompanying Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening Assessment noted that there will be no likely significant effects 
to any European Site during the construction or operations phases of the Proposed Project.  

Sligo County Council planning portal was assessed to review planning applications in the immediate vicinity of the proposed 
site which could have in-combination effects that would be capable of resulting in likely significant impacts to the 
environment. One planning permission was granted (21/4/24) at 2 Hanley Terrace (Ref: 2460055) which is a protected 
structure. It was found that an AA screening and an EIAR screening were not required for this project as no likelihood for 
significant effects on the environment arising from the Proposed Project were envisaged.  

It is reasonable to assume that all development consents would incorporate conditions requiring protection of the 
environment during the construction and operational phase. Therefore any future application in the area that has the 
potential to impact upon a Natura 2000 site will be subject to Appropriate Assessment as required under Articles 6(3) of 
the Habitats Directive  or the potential to impact on the environment will be subject to EIA as required under the EIA 
Directive (2011/92/EU as amended by 2014/52/EU). 

The Sligo County Development Plan 2024 – 2030 , including the Sligo Local Transport Plan 2024-2030 was reviewed to 
identify any proposed plans or projects which may have a direct, indirect or cumulative impact with the Project. No in-
combination impacts are envisaged. 

(c) the nature of any 
associated demolition 
works, 

The Proposed Project does not require the demolition of any structures Demolition of some artificial surfaces will occur 
within a very small footprint; any material will be re-used where required or carefully removed offsite to a suitable location; 
no impacts are expected.  
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(d) the use of natural 
resources, in particular land, 
soil, water and biodiversity 

The site of the Proposed Project is in an urban location and is dominated by buildings and artificial surfaces. Habitats and 
species are of very low conservation and biodiversity value (see Section 4). 

There will be no new consumption of land required to facilitate the construction of the Proposed Project. The proposed 
works entail reallocation of road space - alteration to the existing road network. The existing road network is comprised 
of roadside drainage networks that collect storm water and convey it to discharge points at local watercourses. Drainage 
works will be carried out in tandem with the construction phase, limited to areas where the Proposed Project interfaces 
with the public road. Drainage works at these locations will be restricted to the relocation and/or provision of new gullies. 
During its operation, the Proposed Project will not involve any changes to the existing roadside drainage network, so there 
will be no change from the baseline scenario. The Proposed Project will not generate any foul water during the operational 
phase as the scheme is designed to promote active travel (walking /cycling/scooting) to school. 

Minimum excavation will take place. Dig depth will be approximately 750mm. Any stored material will be placed within 
the Proposed Project boundary and will be temporary until carefully removed offsite to suitable location or re-used where 
required  to refill trenches or reprofiling; no impacts are expected. 

No resources will be taken from any Natura 2000 site and there are no resource requirements that will impact upon any 
designated sites.  

In conclusion, it is anticipated that throughout construction and operation the Proposed Project would not result in the 
use of large amounts of natural resources greater than that associated with comparable developments or to the extent 
that would have a significant impact on the environment.  

(e) the production of waste, The construction contractor will prepare a Construction and Demolition Waste Management Plan also known as a Resource 
Waste Management Plan (RWMP) in accordance with EPA guidance this will detail the methodologies employed for the 
control, management, monitoring and disposal of waste from the site. The RWMP will be prepared in line with the ‘Best 
Practice Guidelines for the Preparation of Resource & Waste Management Plans for Construction & Demolition Projects’ 
published by the EPA in 2021.  

During the construction phase measures including good site management will be taken to limit the quantity of waste 
generated. Volumes of waste generated during the construction and operational phases will be commensurate with a 
project of this nature, scale and location but is expected to be limited. During the operational phase, no waste stream will 
be generated other than any arising from potential future maintenance works.  

On this basis the waste generation will not be of a level of significance that would require EIA. There is no likelihood of 
significant environmental effects arises. 

(f) pollution and nuisances,  During the construction phase, there will be typical construction-related pollution risks and effects, e.g. generation of 
dust, elevated levels of noise, potential pollution risk associated with presence of hazardous substances (hydrocarbons, 
cementitious material, etc.). Standard good practice environmental protection measures will be implemented and no 
significant environmental effects are predicted in this regard. Works will be limited to normal working hours in order to 
avoid / minimise potential nuisance. During the operational phase, the proposed changes to footpaths and vehicular 
carriageway have limited potential to cause significant pollution effects. The scheme will provide a better pedestrian 
environment and reduce traffic volumes and direct and indirect greenhouse gas emissions. 
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Noise 

Construction works have the potential for noise disturbance due to increased vehicle movements associated with delivery 
of materials, excavations and construction activity. However, any such disturbance will be temporary, localised and 
controlled and mitigated by standard construction best practice and normal day-time working hours and will not lead to 
long term residual impacts.  

Traffic noise and vibration during the operation phase are not considered likely to be significantly increased as a result of 
the project. Furthermore, the scheme will provide a better pedestrian environment and reduce traffic volumes and direct 
and indirect greenhouse gas emissions. 

Lighting 

The project occurs within an existing urban lighting setting. Public lighting will be upgraded with LED lighting.  New lighting 
arrangements will replace or be additional to the existing arrangement, therefore no additional disturbance. Proposed LED 
lighting will adhere to the best practice lighting standards provided in the Institute of Lighting Professionals (ILP) guidance 
document Guidance Note 08/18 – Bats and Artificial Lighting in the UK (2018). Sligo County Council will consider the 
minimisation of artificial light pollution as much as possible in the lighting design of this Proposed Project. 

Air 

In terms of dust nuisance during the construction phase, the site is surrounded by existing residential development. 
Standard construction dust mitigation measures will be integrated into the construction phase, and it is considered that 
any impact would be short-term and not significant i.e. an effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 
environment but without significant consequences. 

Discharges of wastewater and surface water 

Construction stage - Pollutant sources during construction include fuels, oils, concrete and chemicals. Adherence to best 
practice Construction and Environmental Management during the construction phase will ensure that development will not 
result in pollution of groundwater or surface water. 

Operational stage - Considering the small scale of the Proposed Project and its connection to existing infrastructure would 
not have any negative impact in terms of pollution or nuisance. 

(g) the risk of major 
accidents, and/or disasters 
which are relevant to the 
project concerned, including 
those caused by climate 
change, in accordance with 
scientific knowledge, 

The site will be secured, and construction works managed, controlled and mitigated by standard construction best practice, 
environmental regulations and day-time working hours. The contractor’s ‘Construction Stage Method Statement’ will be 
informed by best practice methodologies and be subject to the contractor’s safety statements and risk assessments which 
will negate the risk of major accidents or disasters arising during the construction phase. 
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There are no Seveso2 sites in the vicinity of the proposed works. The potential natural disasters that may occur are limited 
to flooding and fire. As detailed in Section 3, the site is not located within a Flood Zone and no mapped indicative fluvial, 
pluvial, coastal or groundwater flood zones have been recorded within or adjacent to the boundary of the Proposed Project 
site.  In terms of fire risk, it is considered that the risk of significant fire occurring, affecting the Proposed Project, and 
causing it to have significant environmental effects, is limited. 

The Proposed Project is neither especially susceptible to the risk of major accidents and / or disasters, nor is it likely to 
cause or exacerbate such an event. No particular risks have been identified in this regard. 

(h) the risks to human 
health (for example, due to 
water contamination or air 
pollution). 

The site of the Proposed Project is situated in a typically populated urban area, with numerous receptors present in the 
immediate vicinity including a church, a school a theatre and residential housing. However, having regard to the nature 
and scale of the Proposed Project, no likely significant effects are predicted in this regard. A range of environmental 
protection measures will be implemented in order to avoid / minimise impacts on the local population during the 
construction phase insofar as possible. 

2 Location of the Proposed 
Project 

In consideration of the location of the Proposed Project, there are no anticipated significant environmental 
effects arising with regards to: 

(a) the existing and 
approved land use, 

The existing land use is Buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3, Fossitt 2000) with stone walls (BL1), hedgerows (WL1) and 
treelines (WL2). 

Under the Sligo County Development Plan 2024-2030, the surrounding lands are zoned ‘Existing Residential (eRES)’ and 
‘Community facilities(CF)’. It is an objective of the council to;  

eRES  Objective: Protect and enhance the residential amenity of established residential areas and their communal or 
public open space and allow for small-scale infill development which is appropriate to the character and pattern of 
development in the immediate area. The introduction of other compatible or ancillary uses, redevelopment and 
regeneration may also be considered in these areas, as long as the dominant use remains residential. 

CF –Objective: Protect existing facilities or retain existing uses and provide for the establishment of new/additional 
community and institutional uses, such as schools, community centres, health centres etc.   

From a land use planning perspective, the Proposed Project can be integrated into the receiving environment without any 
significant effects. 

 

2 Seveso sites are defined as industrial sites that, because of the presence of dangerous substances in sufficient quantities, are regulated under the EU's Seveso III Directive. 
These sites are considered major accident hazards. 
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(b) the relative abundance, 
availability, quality and 
regenerative capacity of 
natural resources (including 
soil, land, water and 
biodiversity) in the area and 
its underground, 

The site of the Proposed Project is in a previously ‘well-established’ developed area, dominated by existing road network 
(i.e. artificial surfaces) and underlain by made ground. Overall, the Proposed Project site has no ecological importance 
and overall display low sensitivity to the effects of the Proposed Project. 

Most of the excavated geological materials will be reworked on site. All site drainage will be designed and constructed in 
accordance with the relevant Irish Water code of documents. Rain gardens proposed will reduce runoff by capturing 
rainwater and allowing it to infiltrate back into the ground. They help reduce flooding and remove pollutants, provide 
pollinator and wildlife habitat, and enhance aesthetics of the neighbourhood. Good SUDS design maximises the use of 
available space by delivering efficient drainage together with other functions to help meet the objectives of the site. In 
this instance rain gardens are incorporated into traffic calming measures. 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report has been prepared in respect to areas classified or protected under birds 
and habitat legislation. This assessment has determined that the Proposed Project will not adversely impact on these 
natural resources 

(c) the absorption capacity of the natural environment, paying particular attention to the following areas: The Proposed Project will be located 
entirely within the existing road network, the site of which is not located in any environmental type listed (i) to (viii) 

(i) wetlands, riparian areas, 
river mouths; 

The proposal is not of such a location or scale that it would impact upon the absorption capacity of this feature. 

(ii) coastal zones and the 
marine environment; 

The Proposed Project site is located c. 350m from Lough Gill SAC (001976) and c. 465 m from Cummeen Strand/Dumcliff 
Bay (Sligo Bay) SAC (000627). 

The Proposed Project site is located c. 465 m linear distance to the Inner part of Cummeen Strand/Dumcliff Bay (Sligo 
Bay) SAC (000627) which is a transitional waterbody (IE_WE_470_0100) and c. 8 km from the proper maritime coastal 
part of Sligo Bay (Erne) (IE_WE_450_0000), which is also part of  Cummeen Strand/Dumcliff Bay (Sligo Bay) SAC. The 
Proposed Project is located c. 745 m linear distance to Cummen Strand SPA (004035) 

During construction and operation phases there is no direct source pathway linkage between the project site and open 
waters. There is no direct source pathway linkage between the Project site and any Natura 2000 sites.There is indirect 
source pathway linkage from the Project through the stormwater drainage which discharges into the Sligo Bay. Storm 
drainage for the Proposed Project has been designed in accordance with standard good practice environmental protection 
measures.  

Even disregarding the operation of design measures, it is concluded that there will be imperceptible impacts from the 
project to Sligo Bay because any pollutants from the site clearance and construction works would be minimal in quantity 
and if it entered any watercourse, it would be very diluted as to be undetectable by the time the water enters Sligo Bay 
and would not impact Cummeen Strand/Drumcliff Bay (Sligo Bay) SAC and Cummeen Strand SPA. 

The Appropriate Assessment screening report for this Proposed Project site ruled out any likely significant effects on any 
SAC/SPA given the absence of direct impact pathways and insignificant indirect hydrological connections associated with 
surface drainage. 
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(iii) mountain and forest 
areas; 

The proposal is not of such a location or scale that it would impact upon the absorption capacity of this feature.  

(iv) nature reserves and 
parks; 

The proposal is not of such a location or scale that it would impact upon the absorption capacity of this feature.  

(v) areas classified or 
protected under legislation, 
including Natura 2000 areas 
designated pursuant to the 
Habitats Directive and the 
Birds Directive and; 

The Appropriate Assessment Screening report pertaining to this Proposed Project site has arrived at the following 
conclusions: 

There is no connectivity to any European sites within or outside the potential Zone of Influence. There are no predicted 
effects on any European sites given: 

 The distance between the Proposed Project and any European Sites, approximately 350m; 
 The lack of connectivity between the Proposed Project and any hydrological pathways; there are no watercourses 

within the Proposed Project boundary and there is no connectivity between the Proposed Project site and any 
watercourses that lead to any European sites; 

 There are no predicted emissions to air, water or the environment during the construction or operational phases 
that would result in significant effects. 

It has been objectively concluded by Moore Group Environmental Services that: 

1. The Proposed Project is not directly connected with, or necessary to the conservation management of the European 
sites considered in this assessment. 

2. The Proposed Project is not likely to either directly or indirectly significantly affect the Qualifying interests or 
Conservation Objectives of the European sites considered in this assessment. 

3. The Proposed Project, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects, is not likely to have significant effects 
on a European site. 

4. It is possible to conclude that significant effects can be excluded at the screening stage. 

It can be excluded, on the basis of objective information, that the Proposed Project, individually or in combination with 
other plans or projects, will have a significant effect on any European site, in the absence of any mitigation. An appropriate 
assessment is not, therefore, required. A final determination will be made by the competent authority in this regard. 

(vi) areas in which there has 
already been a failure to 
meet the environmental 
quality standards laid down 
in legislation of the 
European Union and relevant 
to the project, or in which it 
is considered that there is 
such a failure; 

There are no such areas connected to the site that could be significantly affected by the Proposed Project. 
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(vii) densely populated 
areas; 

The Proposed Project traverses a developed urban area that is densely populated. These may be affected by the 
environmental aspects of the proposed construction works. However, with regard to the nature, scale and short duration 
of the works, together with the strict implementation of the Method Statement and schedule of environmental measures 
(including safety and working hours in order to avoid / minimise the impacts on the local populations), it is considered 
that there is no likelihood of significant effects in this regard. 

(viii) landscapes and sites of 
historical, cultural or 
archaeological significance 

See section 3.2.1. There are several recordings as shown in Figure 2 which are adjacent to the Proposed Project. These 
sites will not be impacted by the proposal. 

3. Types and characteristics 
of potential impacts 

The likely significant effects on the environment of Proposed Project in relation to criteria set out under 
paragraphs 1 and 2, with regard to the impact of the project on the factors specified in paragraph (b)(i)(I) 
to (V) of the definition of ‘environmental impact assessment report’ in section 171A of the [PDA 2000], taking 
into account 

(a) the magnitude and 
spatial extent of the impact 
(for example, geographical 
area and size of the 
population likely to be 
affected) 

The spatial extent of potential impacts is limited to the localised footprint of the Proposed Project site. The extent of the 
impact will be confined to the immediate environs of the site and will be limited primarily to the residential population in 
the vicinity. 

While there will be some temporary effects during construction (such as noise, dust and traffic), these will not be unusual 
in this respect (limited to the site) and will be minimised and therefore are not expected to be significant. Based on the 
location, current site setting and the nature of the Proposed Project, any potential impacts during the construction phase 
are not likely to be significant in magnitude. 

During the operational phase, no significant environmental effects are predicted as the scheme will provide positive 
environmental effects with regards to reduced traffic volumes and direct and indirect greenhouse gas emissions.  

(b) the nature of the impact, Regard has been taken in the preparation of this report, to the likely nature of the impacts arising from the Proposed 
Project during construction and operation phases. There will be no significant impact on the receiving environment. 

(c) the transboundary 
nature of the impact 

There are no transboundary impacts associated with the Proposed Project. 

(d) the intensity and 
complexity of the impact 

Having regard to the characteristics and the location of the Proposed Project site, no impact of an unusual intensity or 
complexity is expected. The nature of the project does not fall into the project types mentioned in Schedule 5 of the 
Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2020, that it warrants an EIAR. 

(e) the probability of the 
impact 

In accordance with the EPA (2022) criteria, regard has been taken to the probability of impacts arising from the Proposed 
Project. Should approval be given, the development will proceed. During the construction stage, noise nuisances and air 
pollution may occur. These are addressed through appropriate construction site best practice measures. No significant 
impacts are expected to occur. 
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(f) the expected onset, 
duration, frequency and 
reversibility of the impact 

In accordance with the EPA (2022) criteria, regard has been taken to the likely onset, duration, frequency and reversibility 
of impacts arising from the Proposed Project. Construction phase impacts are predicted to be short-term in duration, likely 
to be completed in 2025 during normal working hours (lasting as long as the proposed works) and reversible, while the 
effects of the operational phase are assumed to be permanent in duration but positive on the receiving environment. 

(g) the cumulation of the 
impact with the impact of 
other existing and/or 
development, the subject of 
a consent for Proposed 
Project for the purposes of 
section 172(1A)(b) of the 
Act and/or development the 
subject of any development 
consent for the purposes of 
the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Directive by or 
under any other enactment 

The Proposed Project will not give rise to significant effects on the environment, and no permitted or Proposed Projects 
were identified with which the proposal would give rise to significant cumulative impacts. 

(h) the possibility of 
effectively reducing the 
impact 

The design put forward is a high standard design, consistent with road work schemes.  Any potential impacts will be 
temporary or short term associated with the normal construction of the Proposed Project on an urban site. Any such 
potential impacts may be appropriately mitigated through standard construction best practice and control of working 
hours. No likelihood of significant environmental effects arises. 
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6 CONCLUSIONS 

The Proposed Project does not constitute the nature or scale of any class of development within 
Schedule 5, Part 1 or Part 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001–2022. 

The Proposed Project is not a prescribed road type identified in Section 50. (1) (a) of the Roads 
Act 1993, as amended. 

The development is thus a ‘sub-threshold’ development. Accordingly, the Proposed Project has 
been assessed on that basis and in accordance with the screening criteria set out in Annex III of 
the European Union ‘EIA Directive’ and its equivalent in Schedule 7 to the Planning & Development 
Regulations 2001 (SI No 600 of 2001). 

This Environmental Impact Assessment Screening Report has determined that the characteristics 
of the Proposed Project are considered not significant due to the scale and nature of the Proposed 
Project, the characteristics and sensitivities of the receiving environment and design and standard 
proven construction measures that will be implemented as part of the construction and operational 
phase of the Proposed Project. This sub-threshold assessment has determined that significant 
environmental effects are unlikely as a result of the construction or operation of the Proposed 
Project due principally to: 

 The location of the Proposed Project in a developed urban location. 

 The nature of the proposed construction works and of the Proposed Project itself, which 
relate to the promotion of increased walking to school under the ‘Safe Routes to School’ 
programme and the works are typical and not unusual in the urban context of the existing 
environment. 

 The construction phase of the Proposed Project is expected to give rise to minor, localised 
and temporary environmental effects that are typical of urban construction projects of this 
nature. 

 Minimal drainage works will be carried out in tandem with the construction phase, limited 
to areas where the scheme interfaces with the public road. Drainage works at these 
locations will be restricted to the relocation and/or provision of new gullies. 

 The Proposed Project does not require wastewater or potable water connections. 

 The location of the Proposed Project is outside of any sensitive location specified in Article 
299(C)(1)(v) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended). 

 The features and measures proposed to minimise negative effects on communities during 
construction phase. 

 The Appropriate Assessment Screening Report that accompanies the planning application 
demonstrates that the Proposed Project will not impact on identified European Designated 
Sites within the zone of influence of the Proposed Project either alone, or in combination 
with, other plans or projects.  

Having considered the Proposed Project in the context of the criteria set out in Annex III of the 
European Union Environmental Impact Assessment Directive, AONA Environmental Consulting 
Ltd. is of the professional opinion that the Proposed Project at St John National School, Temple 
Street, Sligo is unlikely to result in significant adverse impact on the environment. 

It is recommended that with regard to the information set out above, the Competent Authority 
(Sligo County Council) may reach a Screening for EIA determination that there is no real likelihood 
of significant environmental effects arising as a result of the Proposed Project.  Therefore, an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and the preparation of an Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) is not required for the Proposed Project. 
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