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Overview

As part of the Safe Routes to School Programme, the National transport Authority in
conjunction with the Active Travel Section of Sligo County Council have been examining
options for the provision of improved road safety measures along the front of the school zone
at St. Johns NS on the R287 Temple Street, Sligo.

What are School Zones?

School Zones are built infrastructural upgrades that are designed to give priority to students
at the school gate by freeing up footpaths and reducing vehicle drop-offs, pick-ups and
parking. The aim is to increase safety at the front of school and prioritise active travel
(walking, cycling, wheeling and scooting) to and from the school.

Figure 1: Example of School Zone at Star of The Sea School, Sandymount, D4

School Zones have been implemented around the Country to:

e Increase student safety.

e Reduce vehicle drop-offs, pick-ups and parking outside the school gate.

e Reduce congestion and prioritise active travel (walking, cycling and scooting) to and
from school.

e Encourage slow, safe driving in the area of the school.

e Promote considerate parking.

e Reduce emissions and pollution and improve air quality and noise quality by reducing
the volume of traffic at schools and vehicles with engines idling.
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Why are we implementing this?
The Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Programme was developed in partnership by the National

Transport Authority and Green-Schools, An Taisce, in 2020, as a response to the need to
support schools to increase walking and cycling to school.

The Aims of the SRTS Programme:
o Improve safety at the school gate by providing ‘front of school’ treatments to alleviate
congestion and improve access.
e Improve access routes to school by improving walking and cycling infrastructure.
e Increase the number of students who cycle to school by expanding the amount of cycle
parking

Project Information

The Proposed Project will provide integrated street design which incorporates elements of
high-quality urban design and landscaping that instinctively alters behaviour, thus promoting
safer streets. The initiative aim is to increase safety at the front of school and prioritise active
travel (walking, cycling, wheeling and scooting) to and from the school. The Proposed Project
is a road works scheme which involves revising the existing road layout to reallocate road
space. As part of the upgrade works, there will be new kerb lines to facilitate widened
footways and narrow the carriageway, installation of various underground ducting and
drainage pipelines.
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Figure 1 - Site location — Temple Street
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Proposed Scheme
The scheme is located on Temple Street in Sligo Town. The objective of the scheme is to
create a safe environment to allow children to walk to and from school without the
requirement of a vehicle to bring them to the front of the school to drop off. The works
involved are as follows:

e Construction of new kerb lines and footpaths, including adjustments to existing utility
chambers

e Provision of junction tightening measures

e Construction of 2 No. controlled pedestrian crossings at Ch 40 and Ch 155. Note the
Ch 40 will replace the existing pedestrian crossing immediately to west of school
entrance.

e Construction of a raised table at the junction with The Lungy.

e Provision of widened footpaths throughout for approximately 300m in length on both
sides of the road

e Upgrade to public lighting with LED lighting

e Upgrade to existing surface water network

e Road surfacing works as required

e Road markings
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Figure 2 — Section showing footpath
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Figure 4 — Plan view showing Table top & Junction tightening at the Lungy
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Project Benefits

The project will allow a safer environment for children attending school, better access routes
to the attend the school. Safer pedestrian walkways and Reduced walking times with
permeability access points to the school. With the construction of a new pedestrian crossing,
it will provide Better Crossing facilities for children and vulnerable road users. With the
addition of signage and road markings this will be able to better identify the school are along
with reduced carriageway width will reduce vehicle speed.

A new landscaping and public lighting scheme have been developed for the project. The
landscaping will provide a softening of the new concrete footpaths. It will provide a sense of
place and highlight to motorists that they are entering an urban area and school zone. The
public lighting scheme will provide adequate lighting levels and ensure safety for walkers at
night.

Considering all elements proposed in a global sense, the project will provide a significantly
safer environment for all road users.

Scheme Drawings

The attached drawings outline the design and layout for the scheme. The scheme is at
preliminary design and as such these drawings are subject to change and/or modifications.

Submission of Comments

Please submit any comments that you may have on the proposed scheme by 5.00 pm on
Friday 20t March 2026.

What has been done so far?

We are currently at Gateway 3 in the NTA project life cycle. See NTA project cycle below:
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At this stage we have completed below:
e Preliminary Designs
e Passed NTA Gateway 1 & 2 of Approval
e Options assessment report
e Environmental assessment

What happens next?

This is the Phase 4 of the process of the NTA project cycle, Statutory consultation stage of
the project. The project is being progressed under Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994.
The public are invited to view the online material and representations in relation to the
proposed scheme may be made in writing to the Active Travel Section through the following

two options only:

e Online via the Council’'s Online Consultation Portal https://consult.sligococo.ie/

e By Post addressed to:
o ACTIVE TRAVEL, SLIGO COUNTY COUNCIL, ROAD DESIGN OFFICES,
RIVERSIDE, SLIGO, F91 A7KC

Submissions must be received no later than 5.00 pm on Friday 20* March 2026.
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NOTE:

All comments, including the names of those making comments, submitted to the Council in
regard to this Active Travel Scheme will form part of the report to be presented to the monthly
meeting of Sligo County Council.

Accordingly, the report will list the persons or bodies who made submissions or observations
with respect to the proposed Active Travel Scheme in accordance with the regulations of the
Road Traffic Act 1994. The submissions will also be included in the minutes of that meeting
and consequently will appear on the Council’'s Website. By making a submission itis accepted
that the name of individuals or bodies will appear on the statutory report and minutes of the
meeting.

We will review all the comments and observations and consider where appropriate, changes
to the design.
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