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A Sligo property owner has claimed he can’t
rent out a unit he owns because raw sewage is
overflowing on to the premises.
Eamon O’Hara (72), who lives in Dromahair,

owns a unit at Ardaghowen across from Sligo
University Hospital at the Mall.
The landlord says the issue is ongoing, the

latest overflow occurring on November 28th.
The pictures show the effluent in and around

a unit owned by Mr O’Hara.
“I own one unit and there are eight units in

total and the sewerage was backing up at the
back door of my property.
“The unit is vacant at present and the sewerage

is going underneath a gulley at my back door.
“The sewer pipe is going in underneath my

building and I have taken photographs of it.”
He added: “Sligo County Council say it has

nothing got to do with them and that it is a
private matter as I am a private owner.”
But Mr O’Hara asked:“Has Sligo County

Council not got a duty to contact me to make
sure that I address the problem along with the
other property owners?
“I was told that I should get legal advice.
“I mentioned this to a councillor last year and

he advised me to get legal advice also.
“But tome a public representative’s job is not

to be telling people to get legal advice.”
He added: “The raw sewerage needs to be

dealt with andwhen the problemwas there last
November I had to have it cleared immediately.
“But I want to make sure that it does not

happen again.
“What happens is that there is a storm water

gulley that takes the stormwater and the sewer-
age and pipe going out to the mains blocks and
the sewage backs up and the first place it can
get out is at my premises.
“But I want a permanent solution.
“I want Sligo County Council or Irish Water

to take charge of the situation.
“I want them to tell me and any of the other

owners whomay be affected to fix the problem.
“To be fair the problem is mine as a private
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Theunit atArdaghowenand (inset)where sewage is emerging at the rear of the premises.

property owner or others but the cause of the
problem is the responsibility of IrishWater and
Sligo County Council to identify the cause of
the problem.
“It is their responsibility to identify who is

responsible for fixing this problem,” he claimed.
Mr O’Hara said he had no idea when the

sewage was going to back up again but said it
was an on-going problem.
“It’s like if you have a tube sticking out of your

tyre do you wait until it explodes.
“The people that are responsible for this need

to step up to the plate.
“I believe that Irish Water and Sligo County

Council are responsible as the drain is going out
into the public sewer of Sligo County Council
which is seven or eightmetres from the building.
“The water comes up to the back of my prop-

erty and when it blocks the sewage comes up to
my door. The sewage is going to Sligo County

Council’s public sewer,” he said.
“I can’t rent out my property because of this

ongoing problem and it has been empty for
almost a year.
“I sent an email to every county councillor in

Sligo last Wednesday and only one of them got
back to me and he is following up on that.
“Sligo County Council own themain sewer and

the responsibility for that rests between them
and Irish Water.” he claimed.


